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To 


The Right Honour ABLE and HonouR ABLE, 


TRUSTEES 


LINEN MANUFACTURE, 


\HAT general Silence, which prevails 

1 amongſt Men, whoſe Pens might per- 

| haps better ſuit the Taſk, has induced me to 
reduce into ſome Order, ſuch Remarks, as my 
Experience as a Manufacturer, and Advan- 

| HB tages in conducting the Linen Manufacture in 
general, hag qualified me to make; and I take 
this Method of referring them to the Conſi- 
deration of your Honourable Board: Should 

Y they appear to deſerve your Attention, and in 
any Reſpect, promote the true Intereſt of the 

n | A 2 Linen 


DEDICATION. 
Linen Manuf cture of this Kingdom, it will 


ſufficiently repay my Pains. Who am, with 
the greateſt Reſpect, Gentlemen, | 


Your moſt Humble, 


And moſt Obedient Servant, 


Rob. Stephenſon, 


CONST 


— 


Ls] 


: 
7 , - * * 4 * F 2 
— — — —_— — — 


CONSIDERATIONS 


oN THE 


N SPY * a 


1 — — * 4 P39 


In Relation to PLAX- SEED. 


oa purpoſe treating of els "Rar 
of the Linen Manufacture in Courſe, this 
properly is the firſt Article, and ſnall take 
up leſs time under this head than it may be 
ſuppoſed from its Importance to require, 
as I believe the many Experiments you have made 
in this Article, muſt have given you a very good 
opportunity of judging what Steps are moſt ſalutary 
to be taken for the future. | 
The Improvement, Extention, and Support of 
our Linen Manufacture neceſſarily depend on the 
providing Materials of the beſt Quality, and on the 
cheapeſt Terms, conſequently the Importation of 
Flax-ſeed of a proper Age and Growth to ſuit the 
various Demands of the Public, muſt always be well 
worthy the Inſpection of your honourable Board. 
It's to be hoped experience will inform you, that it 
is very injudicious to embark in ary Branch (parti- 
cularly this) of the Linen Manufacture, at your 
own Expence, as the Public can reap no Advantage 
from thence, for the following Reaſons : Whatever 
3 you may propoſe to the Fa: armer, or 
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Flax-Grower, will not induce him to ſow that Coun- 
try Flax-ſeed he does not find from Experience to a- 


gree with the Nature of his Soil; and the cautious 
| Merchant will decline giving his cuſtomary Orders 
for that ſort of Flax-ſeed he finds you engage in, leſt 


the Market ſhould thereby be over-ſtocked ; altho 
it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe: his Experience might in- 
form him how, and from what Place, to import on 
much better Terms. 

However, ſuppoſe your Adventure is attended | 
with neither of thoſe national Diſadvantages, the e- 
vil Conſequence to the Public may ſtil] be the grea- 
ter; for, ſhould the poor Farmer quit that certain 
Path which experience has taught him, by ſowing {| 
Seed that doth not agree with his Soil, -the Loſs of | 


his Labour, his Land, and firſt Coſt of Flax-ſeed, | 
may reduce his induſtrious little Family to Beggary 


for want of that Material, which was the Security 


of the Landlord as well as their own Proviſion. 


The Merchant likewiſe, ſhould he giv&- Orders 
for his uſual Quantity, may find the Market 
glutted with that particular kind of Seed, and is 
thereby diſcouraged from ordering any the ſucceed- 
ing Year, whereby the Farmer that uſed to ſow that 


Sort annually, finds himſelf diſtreſſed in not being 


able to procure the Kind of- Flax-ſeed that has al- 
ways anſwered his Purpoſe. Theſe Conſiderations 
ſhould guard you againſt interfering in that Branch 
of the Linen Manufacture, leſt you ſhould endan- 
ger the throwing it out of the natural Channel, and 
will think the Scheme of importing Flax. ſeed 
intereſting to embark in, when you are in- 
formed, that there is ſufficient Store and to ſpare, 
annually imported of every Country Growth we 
uſe, and the Farmer's Experience directs him beſt 
what Country Flax- ſeed to ſow; and the Demand 
on the Merchant what Country Seed, and the Quan- 


_ tity he is to import. 


In 
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In Relation to F L A X. 


OUR honourable Board have always been ve⸗-⸗ 
ry attentive to this Article; but it is preſumed 
through want of Information, and by purſuing the 
Plans of ſuch as only conſult their own Intereſts, 
you have been greatly miſled, as will appear in a 
few Inſtances following; however, you will thin 
all your Encouragements in raiſing Iriſh Flax well 
diſpoſed of when you are informed of its Merits. 
The Quality of Iriſh Flax is of a very different 
Nature from that of Ruſſia, or almoſt any other 
Country from whence we, at any time, import. 
It is a Maxim amongſt Manufacturers, founded 
on Experience, That Yarn made of Iriſh Flax is-ſu- 


perior in Quality, and more uſeful to the Manufac- 


turer by one ſixth part of the Value, than that of 
equal Appearance made of Foreign Flax : But to. 
make this more clear, thirty-ſix-pounds of Tarn 
ſpun out of Iriſh Flax, will run as far as forty-one to 
forty-five Pounds of Yarn made of Foreign Flax, 
and at the ſame time the Yarn made of Iriſn Flax, 
ſhall cloath and ſkin, better in the Linen than that 


made of the Foreign Flax, by which Means: the 


Linen will bring a better Price, and the Experience 
of each Market, to which we export our Linens, 
ſufficiently evidence the Quality of our Flax being 
better by our Linens out-wearing that of every Na- 
tion whatever, where there is at firſt an equal Ap- 
pearance of Strength: And there is a ſtil] greater 
Diſadvantage attends the making Uſe of Foreign 
Flax jn our Manufacture, when laid on the Bleach- 
yard, its almoſt-a Certainty that it turns out full-of 
Rows, like a ſtriped Ticken, never to be bleached 
out; and at beſt it requires double Stuff and Labout 
to bring it to a tolerable Colour. This I have ex- 
perienced to. be Fact, and can give the fulleſt De- 
tr ns | A 
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monſtration of it: And this alone diſqualifies us 
from carrying on the finer Branches of the Manu- 
facture, which require Colour, with any certainty 
of acquiring Reputation, where there is any Foreign 
Flax whatever vended. - 

I ſhall now endeavour, in ſome meaſure, to ac- 
count for that native Advantage which Experience 


manifeſts to us in Iriſh Flax over the Foreign, and 


it wiſt appear, at leaſt, as conſiderable as I have re- 
preſented it, to every minute Examiner. | 

Iriſh Flax, in every Degree of Operation, is re- 
markable for its Silkineſs and kindly manner of 
working ; and its being pulled generally before the 
Seed is thoroughly formed, whereby the Juices are 
exhauſted from the Stalk, and the Coat, or Harle, 
more parch'd with the Sun, contributes not a little 


to this, as well as its Fineneſs. It eafily Splits on 


the Hackle into a greater Multiplicity of Harles or 
Fibres, than the Foreign Flax, and from its Silki- 
neſs ariſes a Down that cloaths the Linen, and its 


requiring a greater Number of Harles to compoſe 


the Thread makes it the leſs ſolid, and conſequent- 
ly lighter than the Yarn made of Foreign Flax of 
equal Appearance in Fineneſs. 

The Foreign Flax we import is of a firm nd ſo- 
lid Quality, and compared with Irith weighs heavy 
to its appearance, its Coat harſh and ſtaring, and 


will not eaſily ſplit on the Hackle; and there are e- 


vidently ſome Particles or Salts in it, contracted from 
the Soil in the Eaſt Country, and the intenſe and 
fcorching Heat of the Sun, they are ſubject to in 
the Summer Months, which, joined with that 


Solidity in the Harle, prevents the Materials in 


bleaching from operating with that eaſe as on; Iriſh 
Flax, and, as I have before taken Notice, it's too often 
found that our Linens are made of ſuch Flax as no 
Aſhes, or Sours, will bring to a Colour: And this 
is cextainly owing to their having a Mixture of Larn 


that 


[9] 
that you will rarely meet with a roey Piece of Linen 
brought from any part of the Country where there 
is not a Vent for Foreign Flax. 

Theſe Conſiderations ſhould induce you to leave 
no Scheme untried, until the Public are put in a 

proper Way of ſupplying themſelves with a fuf- 
cient Quantity of Flax of our own Growth: 
And in doing ſo, you would, in a great meaſure, 
remove the many Complaints attributed to Rub- 
bing- boards, as I am of Opinion the greater 
Part of our preſent Damages are occaſioned by the 
bringing Linens (where any part is compoſed of 
Foreign Flax) to a proper Colour, 

Iwill now venture to give my Opinion, in reſpect 
to ſuch Meaſures as might probably have the de- 
fired Effect, in promoting the Growth of Iriſh Flax, 
without being ſo liable to Impoſitions, as the preſent 
Way of diſtributing Premiums. 

In the firſt Place then, I would ecu the 
ſtriking off all Flax-ſhops, and every Encourage- 
ment whatever in the Kingdom for vending Flax; 
and, when you ſet about this uſeful Work with Spi- 
rit, ſo as eflectualiy to encourage the raiſing a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity for our own:Confumption, the Con- 
tinuationof any Encouragementin Favour of Foreign; 
or whomſoever ſhall manufacture Foreign Flax, muſt 
be judged imprudent, as that would be giving Premi- 
ums in direct Contradiction to each other, which 
ſnould always be carefully avoided. By this Means 
you'll add a Saving to your Fund that, with proper 
Care, may be ſufficientt o execute the Plan I would 
recommend, which is no other than a ſaving Im- 
provement on a Scheme laid down to you by a wor- 
thy Member of your honourable Board, in a Letter to 
the Rt. Hon. the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, 
by appointing a Premium to be given at ſo much 
per Cent. on the Value, on all the clean ſcutched 
Flax produced before an Inſpector, appointed 3 


4 10 1 
and the Magiſtrates of each County at the Quarter- 
Seſſions, or ſuch central Town, and at fuch Time 
2s you ſhould think proper to appoint, and leave it 
to the Owners and Growers of the Flax to find a 
Market for it. . 
| Suppoſe you begun by giving 10 per Cent. on the 
} Value of the clean ſcutched Flax produced, then a Pre- 
mium of 5000/. which is not a great deal more than 
Flax-ſhops have coſt you in a year, would produce 
50000). value of Flax, which of Iriſh Flax, according 
to our uſual Prices of three Pence to four Pence half- 
. penny per Pound, would be aMuantity ſufficient to ſup- 
ply the whole Kingdom. However, this is ſuppoſing 
every one to produce their Flax for the Premium, 
| which could never be the Caſe, as it would only be 
| worthy the Attention of Flax Farmers to apply for 
it, and by this Means you might be enabled with 
Safety to increaſe your Premium the ſecond Year, 
| if you found the firſt not a ſufficient Encouragement. 
: Under this Reſtraint no one could poſſibly claim 
] but from Merit, nor would you be ſubject to a grea- 
| ter Premium than the Value of the Flax produced, as 
has been the Caſe heretofore, as the ſame Author 
very clearly repreſents to you in his Letter, Page 6, 
where the Board, in the Year 1753, paid 20007. 
premium for raiſing Flax, where the full Value of 
a!l the Flax produced, as appears by their own Cer- 
tificates, would not amount to 1o000/. ; and this 
Scheme will be thought the leſs expenſive and trou- 
bleſome to execute when you obſerve, that it is on- 
ly changing the Manner of applying the ſame Sum 
for the ſame Purpoſe ; and, if by ſtriking off a Par- 
i cel of Flax-ſhops that are, at preſent, evidently of 
= | very little Uſe, (and but too many of them appoint- 
1 ed to Wretches that think of nothing more than 
ſr | making Affidavits annually conformable to your Or- 
i ders, ſo as to obtain your Premiums,) and applying 
l the F and, according to the above Scheme, you can 
45 obtain the deſired Effoct, it will be a moſt * | 
| ome 
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ſome and advantageous Plan for the Public, in add- 
ing a great Saving to the Nation in providing aur 
own Material, n our L 2 our 
Lands, and preventing Wret guil- 
ty of willful Perjury, as is ib daily the — at — 

I cannot; however, paſs this Article without tak- 
ments for 
Flax-dreflers. You have Salaries appointed ſor them 
to the Amount, I believe, of upwards of 5001; per 
Annum, ' beſide tlie great Encouragement given to 
ſupport the Poor: houſe Scheme, which the laft 
mentioned Author values at 850/. per Annum, by 
which means you have created a number of this 
Trade, at leaſt three Times as many as is neceſlary. 
Pray, would it not be more adviſeable at this time, 
to carry this! Part of your Fund into ſome | 
Publ. that _ oY, : koa more: uleful. 66 
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In Relation to 8 P INNING, and 
SPINNING-SCHOOLS. 


1 Believe this Article has been the moſt expenſive 
of any Branch of the Linen Manufacture to your 
honourable Board, and that in a great meaſure ow- 
| ing to your not putting your Schools at firſt under 
| proper Regulations, ſo as to terminate at a certain 
| /- Period of Time, when that Part of the Country, 
where they were appointed, might be ſuppoſed to 
have acquired a ſufficient Knowledge in Spinning. 
| It is true, nothing could be more conducive to the 
| Advancement of the Linen Manufacture, and Im- 
| provement of the Country in general, than forward- 
ing this uſeful Scheme, in pointing out the Way 
for each poor Family to employ themſelves to the 
6 greateſt Advantage for their mutual Support, with- 
; out danger of exceeding the Conſumption. | 

| Hovever I am of opinion you'll now obſerve your 
| 138 attention has been fo cloſe to the Article of Spin- 
| ning, that you have in ſome meaſure neglected the 
Weaving Branch, which in a manufacturing Coun- 
try ſhould rather lead, as Weavers will create Spin- 
ning, but Spinners will never lead the Country into 
Weaving, as may be inſtanced in the County of 
Mayo, and many other Counties, where the Women 
are generally Spinners, and ſcarce a Weaver to be 
found. 

I ſhall under the Title of Weaving give my Rea- 
ns why the creating of Weavers has not increaſed 
as quick as Spinners, and ſhew, that the diſagree- 
able Situation of a Manufacturer in not having his 
Property ſecured, ſo as to carry on the Weaving- 
Branch without an infinite deal of Trouble, is the 
i ſole Reaſon, « why Men of Property and Fortune ve- 
= ry rarely embark deeply in the ſouthern Provinces 
44 of this Kingdom, but leave the now troubleſome 
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Situation 
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Situation of conducting and employing Weavers to 
People of narrow 2 — the bet- 
ter attend the few they employ, and thereby for 
want of Capital, ſubject the weaving Branch to 
the many Viciſſitudes that Trade is liable to, and 
by this Means the poor Weaver is turned Idle when 
there is not an immediate Demand; which alone is 
ſufficient to diſcourage poor People from breeding 
their Sons Weavers; bnt now, to return to Spinning. 

I am of Oviniats there is not now Occaſion for 
one Spinning-ſchool in the Kingdom, and I have 
good Reaſon to found my Opinion on, having made 
a general Enquiry where I have not been perſonally, 
I believe it will be readily granted to me, that there 
is no Occaſion for appointing Spinning-ſchools 
to inſtruct ſuch Children in Spinning, whoſe Pa- 
rents are profeſſed Spinners of Linen Yarn, and yet, 
almoſt all your Spinning-ſchools are filled with ſuch 
Scholars; and what is ſtill more Extraordinary, 
many of your Spinning School-miſtreſſes, pay Girls 
a ſmall Premium to come and Spin for them- 
ſelves im thoſe Schools, ſo as to put it in the Power 
of the School-miſtreſs to make an Affidavit, agree- 
able to your Regulations to receive your Bounty, - 

The Acquiſition of the Art of Spinning is not 
ſo difficult a Taſk as to require any School being ap- 
pointed in any Neighbourhood, or even County, 
where the ſpinning of Linen- yarn is in Practice; 
and, it is to be obſerved, that the many Improve- 
ments made daily in the Linen Manufacture, greatly 
vary the Neceſſities of it's Encouragements; and I 
am humbly of Opinion, if you were more ſparing 
of your eſtabliſhing Grants for a Courſe of Years to 
Flax Factories, Bleach- yards and Spinning-ſchools, 
and only aſſiſt them as their immediate Merits de- 
ſerve, you might avoid being at any Time ſtinted in 
your Fund, and apply your Savings to more uſeſul 
Purpoſes, many of which, I ſhall point out in the 
Courſe of my Remarks. | 

There 


[14] 
There is another Conſideration I would have you 
take in, with Reſpect to the ſpinning of Linen- 

| yarn, you are not at preſent under a Neceſſity of in- 
forcing Spinning, but leave it to make it's own 
Way ; as we have nearly as much Yarn to ſpare 
annually, as we manufacture into our exported 
Linens; and Women might be more advantage- 

_ ouſly employ'd in weaving up ſome of the Yarn we 
have to ſpare, into ſome of the lighter Branches of 
the Manufacture, ſuch as Buckrams, Britannias, &c. 
And it is very well known, the Engliſb Manufac- 

' tures can be ſupplied with Eaft Country Yarn on 
as reaſonable Terms, and the Duties on foreign * 
Yarn imported into England have been taken off 
within theſe two or three Years, in Expectation that 
we ſhould weave up all our own Yarn ; and indeed, 
it is a very favourable Circumſtance, by which 
Means we have an Opportunity of carrying our 

Linen Manufactures to the higheſt Degree of Per- | 
ſection, and adding to our national Wealth by the 
Encreaſe and Employment of our Workmen. c 

I cannot paſs over this Artiele, however, without 
taking Notice of one Rule that never ſhould be ne- 
glected, always to avoid the drawing Flax beyond 
the Staple ; for, by this ill- judged Maxim, of think- 
ing the fineſt Spinners the moſt eſtimable, the Pro- 
greſs of learning to Spin, and the Trade of Weaving 

have been greatly retarded ; belides, that gene- 

ral Prejudice (drawing Flax beyond the Staple) muſt 

naturally do the Manufacture, and the ſpinning 

School-miſtreſſes have been rather more culpable in 

this laſt mentioned Article, than any others in the 


In 
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In Reſpect to WE AVI e. 


HIS Branch of the Manufacture, will upon 
Examination, appear, to deſerve your Atten- 
tion and Aſſiſtance in a much greater Degree than 
any yet mentioned ; for it is your Province to learn 
from Men of the greateſt Experience and Know- 
ledge in the Linen Manufacture, in Great-Bruain 
and Ireland, what Species, or Kind of Linen, the 
Yarn ſpun in the ſeveral Counties of this Kingdom, 
may moſt uſefully and properly be converted to, 
and then, by a Small and well regulated Premium 
for that County, or Diſtrict, lead the Inhabitants in- 
to that Branch which ſhall appear moſt ſuitable to 
the Nature of their Yarn and Spinning, by which 
Means you would remove two great Inconveniencies 
that at preſent injure the Public. „ 
The Fiſt is, manufacturing our Yarn into ex- 
traordinary Quantities of particular Kinds of Linens, 
thereby overſtocking and clogging the Markets 
with that Article, whilſt other Branches of the 
Manufacture, that Part of the Yarn might be more 
properly applied to, lie totally neglected. And, 
in the ſecond Place, leaving the unexperienced 
Parts of the Kingdom where the Manufacture is ex- 
tending itſelf, to fall into ſuch Branches as are moſt 
commonly known, without enquiring into the Qua- 
lity of the Yarn made there, and conſidering what Spe- 
cies of the Manufacture it would moſt properly ſuit. 
For want of ſuch timely Information, ſo as ta 
repreſent in the plaineſt, and the eaſieſt Way, the 
Nature of conducting ſuch Manufactures, as from 
the Quality of their Yarn, and the Genius of the 
People they ſhall be apteſt to ſucceed in, Manu- 
facturers in the ſoythern Provinces of this Kingdom, 
generally meet with the moſt diſcouraging Circum- 
ſtances ; in their Efforts to vie with the Province of 
* ne ö 22 
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Ulſter in the few Branches the People of the 
North have by unwearied application become Ma- 
ſters of. F 
The Reaſons will be obvious to any that make 
the leaſt Enquiry, and are theſe, the Spinniing is 
not fo ſmooth or well twiſted, the Workmanſhip, 
altho' not executed with that Dexterity and Neat- 
neſs, much dearer, and the Colour (tho' not ob- 
tained on ſuch eaſy Terms) for want of Experience, 
much inferior, by which Means the Diſparity be- 
tween the Manufactures of the North and South of 
the ſame Species or Denomination of Linen are fre- 
quently ſo great, that it is impoſſible to vend them 
either at Home or Abroad for the ſame Uſes, 
Whereas, apply the Yarn and Genius of the 
People of the ſouthern Provinces of this Kingdom, 
to ſuch Branches of the Mariufafture, as from the 
Quality and Cheapneſs of their Yarn, and Inexpe- 
rience of the People beſt ſuits them, and they will 
be put in as Succeſsful and Profitable, a Way, as 
the Manufacturers and Drapers of Uiſter are in 
thoſe Branches they are at preſent poſſeſſed of. 
It would take up too much, Time to enumerate 
the various Sorts of Linen that the Spinning of the 
different Parts of this Kingdom would ſuit, and it 
would require a confiderable Time, and many Ex- 
periments, to determine, the moſt uſeful and ſafe 
Application that the Spinning of the ſeveral Coun- 
ties might with the greateſt Convenience and Ad- 
vantage be applied to, however, ſueh a Taſk exe- 
cuted with Judgment, and by Men of Experience, 
muſt be of the greateſt Utility to the Nation, 
There is a Plumpneſs and Fulineſs in the pound 
Yarn of the ſouthern Provinces, that beſt ſuits the 
Manufacture of Sheetings, and Dowlas, and of theſe 
many different Sorts ſhould be made, both in Breadths 
and Fineneſs, to ſupply the different Demands 
at Market ; and it is only in the Southern Pro- 
yinces you can get Yarn fit to make CE 
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And the ſtatutable Yarn of Connaught, Munter, 
and Leinſter, might be uſed to the greateſt Ad- 
vantage (both from it's Cheapneſs and not _ 
hard twiſted) in the Manufacture of low Yard- 
wides for printing, for which there is an extenſive 
Demand in England, and we have almoſt: loft this 

ranch of late Years, by the Yarn in the North, 
where they were manufactured, becoming too dear, 
and being now made of Tow, in the Place of good 
Flax, which was the Caſe formerly. Here likewiſe 
might be opened a large Field to work in, if we 
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conſidet the various Species of Linen Manufactures 


which might be introduced of Buckrams, Li- 
nens for half ſtifning, from the loweſt to the high- 
eſt, both White and Gray, and the different Kinda 
of, Linen for ſtaying, Linings, and glazed Linen, 
and a courſe ſtout Sort of twill'd Linen called Drabbs 


for Mens Frocks, with various other Kinds that 


would take up too much Room to mention here, of 
which there is a moſt extenſive Conſumption in Eng- 
land and the Plantations, but which is now entirely 
fupplied by the Germans or Scotch, although I am cer- 
tain conſidering our advantages in the Flax, and Spin- 
ning, Sc. we might beat if Competitors out of the 
Engliſh Markets; and in thoſe low priced Articles, 
the Duties on foreign Linens fall much heavier (as 
they ate moſtly at fo much per Yard) — | 
more in our Favour than in the Branches we now ſo 
much encourage and purſue. _ 1 
I have made many Experiments in theſe ſeveral 
Branches, and am ſatisfied the Introduction of them 
here would be attended with Succeſs. | 
The Manufacture of the different Kinds of Bri- 
tannias for the Conſumption of Spain, Portugal 
and the Veſt- Indies, would very well ſuit the Spin- 
ning of - the Counties of Cavan; Fermanagh and 
Donnegall, and many cther Parts of the Kingdom, 
which would take up too much of my Time to en- 
quire into here; and, as they require to be * 
made, and a high Colour is not W 
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induced to make Experiments agreeable to thoſe Lay 


px . -., 
Inhabitants of thoſe Counties might be eaſily led in- 
Known, that the Spaniards and Alm, 1-18 wou 
give a Preference to our Linen Manufactures, be- 
ore any Nation whatever. 
If my Buſineſs allowed me that thee Te 
wiſh, I ſhould before this time have executed a 
Scheme, I have long been of Opinion muft anſwer a 
molt uſeful Purpoſe, in forming ſlaying Tables in the 
plaineſt intelligible Way for all the courſer Branches 
of the e that we could poſſibly 
hope to fall into, as they are executed in any Part 
of Europe, but ſuch a Deſign as this, muſt have the 


j * 


Sanction al. 885 of your honourable Boar 
ee 


to the Manufacture of them, and it is very ml 


before $259 effect that general Good I waul, 
purpoſe from ii. F 
. Was this properly done, ſo as to give a true 
Idea of. the 


he Quality, Colour, Breadth, Length, &c. 
of each Sort of Linen, and the Uſes they are ap- 
plied to, Manufacturers E as were 
deſirous of promoting the Intereſt of this Kingdom 
in the . af the Linen Manufacture, would be 


ing Tables; and no Doubt many Improvements might 
be made by the ſuperior Genius of our Work men, and 
ee ee [ have ſet 


By purſuing ſuch Steps, our Linen Manufacture 
might be extended to the greateſt Degree of Per- 


fection, , without, the Appearance of over- ſtocking 


the Market with any particular Species of Linens, as 
bath been the Caſe frequently of late Years. 
And, if our Gentlemen reſiding in the Country 
woutd take ſome more Pains, and purſue ſome of the 
Plans of Encouragement laid down by Sir Richard Cox, 
in a Letter to Mr. Frior, and put them in Practice, they 
would enedurage the Poor to manufacture ouf Yarn 
into the various Sorts of Linen it would admit of, and 
turn to-Acgount. And Iam of Opinion, if a CE 
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able Number of Looms were diſpoſed of in ſuch 


new Branches as ſhould be thought moſt expedient, 


and under proper Regulations, ſuch as giving Security 


to keep them employed, and making an arinual Re- 
turn of the Work done in each Loom, it would be a 
ſtrong Incentive to Induſtry, and a Means of creating 
ſo many Weavers in a ſhort Time, as muſt neceſſarily 
throw them into the different Channels I point out. 
We might, by theſe Means, ſee Gentlemen as 
well as Manufacturers, in a very few Years well re- 
paid for their Pains, in having their Lands improved 
and peopled; andour Poor, who are now obliged daily 
to fly to England and France, to obtain the common 


Neceſſaries of Life, decently cloathed and main- 
tained at Home; beſides, that ſecret Satisfaction 


muſt ariſe in every good Mind, of having promot- 
ed ſo ſenſibly, the Wealth, Honour, and Proſpe- 
rity of their Country. 25 dies 
However, before there can be a Probability of 
Succeſs in the Introduction of thoſe, or any other 
Sorts of Linen not common amongſt us, ſome new 
Statutes muſt be provided, ſo as to regulate Work- 
men, and preſerve the Property of the Manufac- 


turer, which at preſent is on a very precarious Foot- 


ing. There is a Statute in Force Whereby any 


«© Perſon ſtealing by Day, or Night, the Value of 
„five Shillings or upwards out of a Bleach- yard, 


6 of Yarn, or Linen, is guilty of Felony without 
* Penefit of the Clergy.” But if a Workman un- 
dertaking a Piece from a Manufacturer, carries off, 
or embezles the Work entirely, which is frequently 
the Caſe, the Remedy to be had, is to recover 
treble the Value from a Wretch, who, it is more 
than probable is not. worth one Shilling; or, as Ma- 


giſtrates generally order Security to be given, to 


make good the real Damage the Manufacturer has 
ſuſtained ;-if the Weaver can be ſecured who has 
embezled the Work; and the Receiver, who ts 
generally the Principal in the Villainy, and without 
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hom, there cannot well be a Thief, is in this very 
- materia Caſe entirely neglecte t. 
This, in Fact, is not a Law provided to edu 
the property of the Manufacturer, and remedy the 
aggrieved; for, where the Trouble and 6: hey in 
Recovery, is of infinitely more Value, than the Da- 
mage ſuſtained can be ſuppoſed commonly to a- 
mount to, the Law will never be executed. And, 
this Advantage in Eavour of the Weaver, over the 
Manufacturer, is very well known by all the Linen 
Weavers in the Kingdom, and is ſufficient to vitiate 
the Principles of this Claſs of Men, and make even 
the bad worſe. | 

If the Embezzlement of Yarn or Linen, was put 

on the ſame Footing as ſtealing it out of a Bleach- 
yard, and the Receiver made guilty of Felony, as 

517 as the Weaver, 1 am of Opinion it would have 
the deſired Effect, without making above one Ex- 

-ample, as I believe has pretty nearly been the Caſe 
with Reſpect to ſtealing out of Bleach- yards, and 
for an Offence under five Shillings Value, I would 

recommend the Puniſhment's being made corporal, 
(except the Receiver) who I would have till liable 
at leaſt to Tran{portation. 

Another Grievance the Manufacturer Jabours un⸗ 
der, and particularly all Gentlemen introducing the 
Linen Manufacture on their Eſtates, is Combina- 
tion amongſt the Workmen, the Tendency of 

| which is of; ſich dangerous Conſequence, that, 
= | if not 7 againſt by a Statute, that may put 
| an effectual Stop to ſuch Combinations, it is a Matter 
of Doubt, what Branches of the Linen Manufacture 
We may be allowed by the Weavers to carry on the 
ſaceceding Year : And 1 now find this Method of 
aſſociating and ſwearing into Combinations, is mak- 
au; its Way amongſt the Bleachers and Calender- men 
Lappers; from ſuch Law-givers, what terrible 
Eft may not be apprehended. 25 
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27 
It a Manufacturer wants to engage in any new 


Branch of the Linen Manufacture, there muſt firſt 
— a Conſultation among the Weavers, to know if 


be RIEL allow him to carry it into execution ; for, 
in e ſouthern Provinces, they are to a Man ſworn 
a- 10 a Combination to ſupport a Bill of Prices they 
2 have made; and their Method of rating the Prices 
d, of Workmanſhip, is not according to the Quality 


* | of the Goods to be made, but to the Demand or 
Neceſlity there is for a Quantity. 


- It is thus that Gentlemens Eſtates are often 
2 robbed of the uſeful Workmen ſettled on them, 
without even the Inhabitants under the ſame Roof 
at being able to Account for it; and, it is thus, Ma- 
1 nufacturers are often prevented from carry ing into 
cf Execution, Schemes that might be of the greateſt 
5 Utility to the Publick. 
.. TO REMEDY WHICH, I would humbly re 
o | commend the following Clauſe being inſerted in 
d the next Linen Bill, ro ſtop the preſent Com- 
d Þinations, as well as prevent the further ſpreading 
I. of them. 
Y THAT any Weaver, Bleacher, Calender-man, 
or Lapper that acknowledges himſelf fworn in- 
K to a Combination, or unlawfully meets with others 
5 to ſettle Prices, or is found in the Mobb, on what 


is deem'd by the Linen Weavers a Turn- out Day, 
or collects or pays Money for any ſuch Purpoſe, 
ſhall be liable to ſix Months Impriſonment and pub- 
lickly whip'd; and any One putting himſelf at 
their Head, and adminiſtring an Oath, or being 
preſent a-, or giving, or any Ways aiding, aſſiſting, 
or requiring the Oath of any of the aforeſaid Work- 
men, ſhall be deemed guilty of Felony. 

. "THIS DONE, Manufacturers may carry their 

hemes into Execution, without having any more 
to agree with than the Workmen employ'd, and 
without being ſubject to the Threats and Menaces 
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of Thouſands, as is often the Caſe at preſent; and 
the Poor and Induſtrious, will be left at Liberty to 
work for the Support of their Families in , ſuch 
Branches of the Manufacture, and for ſuch Prices 
as beſt ſuit their Purpoſes, without © endangering 
fk their Lives by the Inſults of lawleſs Miſcreants, as 
1 is the general Caſe now, under Pretence of their 

| working (at what they term) Under-prices. 
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In Relation to BL EA CHING 
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41 OUR honourable Board have not been want- 


Jing in your Encouragements, to promote the 
Intereſt of the Publick in this Particular; and it 
muſt be confeſſed, the Linen Manufacture has re- 


ceived the greateſt Advantages thereby. 


I believe we now prepare. our Yarn for the 
Weaver, and Bleach our Linens on as cheap Terms 
as any Country whatſoever ; but this Cheapneſs is 


owing. to our Conveniencies of Fire and Water, 
and the many uſeful Engines invented from Time 


to Time, that are apparently of the greateſt Con- 
ſequence to the Publick, in expediting our Bleach- 
ing and ſaving Hands, and it will appear on En- 
quiry, that this Article will ſtill admit of conſider- 
able Improvements in the Materials for Bleaching, 
and ſome other Regulations I ſhall take Notice of. 


It is now become a Sort of Maxim among 


Gentlemen, that the firſt Step to be taken in the 
Introduction of the Linen ManufaQture, in any Part 
of the Kingdom, is to make a moſt expenſive Bleach- 
yard, and to have every part of the Apparatus ſuited 
to an extenſive Manufacture ; and as it is often the 
Caſe, without having either ſpinning or weaving 
of any Sort fit for Bleaching, or otherwiſe, carried 
on in any Part of the Neighbourhood. This Sort 
of Proceeding (although the Expence is generally 
placed to your Account) is very detrimental to the 
Progreſs of the Linen Manufacture, in the ſouthern 
Provinces of this Kingdom, as diſcouraging Circum- 
ſtances in the firſt Out-ſet of any Manufacture, are 
frequently found to have the worſt Conſequence in 
dulling the Edge of Application : Whereas, if at- 
tended with Succeſs, it creates an Emulation in others 
to follow the ſame laudabe Example, and even ſti- 


mulates the moſt alert. | 
B 4 5 A true 
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A true Knowledge of the Art of Bleaching is ea. 


| ſily acquired, and is ſimply this, to conſider well 


the Quality of your Kelp or Aſhes, ſo as not to 
overcharge. Yarn or Linen with too ſtrong Lees in 
boiling or bucking ; the ſame Caution is to be ob- 
ſerved in Sours, and always prefer a Butter-milk 
Sour to any other, preſerve proper Diſtances be- 
tween the Courſes of boiling or bucking, ſo as not 
to expoſe Linens to the Weather without Stuff in 
them ; and above all, keep them clean and neat du- 
ring the whole operation, there is no farther My- 
ſtery neceſſary among honeſt Men. 

1 would therefore recommend to you, to be more 
ſparing in your Bounties for Bleach-yards, unleſs, 
you are very well ſatisfied there is a Manufacture ſet 
on Foot equal to the Improvement required ; and 
the Quality of the Linens made, ſhould be in- 
quired into, to know what Improvements there is a 
Neceſſity for, as the Miſapplication of Rubbing- 
boards, in Bleaching the Article of Printers, and 
many other Branches of the Manufacture, in the 
low Way, is productive of the worſt Conſequences 
to the Kingdom in general ; and I ſhould think, an 


annual atteſted Return of the Goods, and Quality, 


whitened in ſuch Bleach-yards, as you contribute 


to would be very proper, to prevent the Abuſe 


daily committed in receiving your Bounty for 
Bleach-yards that are entirely waſte, and ſome of 
them in Ruins, and ſtrike off thoſe that do not ap- 
pear deſerving. 

The Path is very plais to a Man of Experience 
and-Knowledge, that ſhould be purſaed in the Article 
of Bleaching, and by attending to the Rules I lay 


down in this Article, you will eaſily perceive where, 


in my humble Opinion, your Bounty is beſtowed to 
the beſt Advantage. 
That Man who has made any new Diſcovery, in 


preparing Yarn better, or in a ſpeedier Manner for 


the Loom, has Merit, and is — your Favour. 
That 
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That Mah who diſcovers any Allies, Material,” t 
Engine, whereby Linens may be bleached ih Sir 
cheaper, or brought ſooner to Market, is likewiſe wi 

deſerving of a Premium; and thoſe, or any other Dif; 
coveries that may be of Uſe to the Public, ſhould 
be firſt carefully examined, and if approved made 
public; and I cannot omit obſerving, in this Place, 
you have granted à Salary for a new Method of 
preparing Yarn for' the Loom, without making uſe 
of Aſhes; and as this is ftill kept à Secret by the 
Proprietor, notwithſtanding your Bounty for the Dif- 
covery, I apprehend the Salary ſhould be withdrawn. 
I do not know any Thing could be more neceſſa- 
ry and valuable, at preſent, in the Linen Manufac- 
ture, as all Sorts of Kelp and Afhes we have been 
accuſtomed to are adulterated and advanced in Price 
to an intolerable Degree, than a Diſcovery of any 
new and more uſeful Sort of Aſhes, or Material, than 
what we commonly uſe. e 
I have made many Experiments, in boiling with 
the Aſhes of every Country I could procure, and 1 
could find none hitherto ſo uſeful and cheap as the 
Barilla of Spain: The þbeft Sort of it may be import. 


ed here on as ealy Terms as the Caſhob we com- 


monly uſe; and by the Accounts I have had this Year 
from Spain, / it will be purchaſed much cheaper 
as the Crop is plentiful. Barilla is in Appearance 
hke Kelp, and cultivated from Seed of the ſame 
Name, ſown annually, much the ſame as our Oats 
here, and gathered in, and burned in a'Kiln at a 
proper Seaſen. There are three Sorts made there, and 
I have only uſed the beſt, and find the Quality of 


Barilla ſuperior to the beſt Caſhob (I could pro- 


cure) almoſt beyond compariſon, as the Caſhob gives 
only a dead Colour, and evidently impairs . the 

trength of the Yarn; whereas, leſs than half the 
Quantity of Barilla is ſufficient, ard it gives a bright 


ſilky Whiteneſs to the Yarn, or Linen, at the 


ſame 
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ſamo time, - preſerves Strength and that mellow 
Fullneſs that always attends good Materials, and 
4 handling. 5 

You have here an 6 of 8 ſo far as 1 
have been informed from thoſe who have ſeen it cul- 
tivated in Spain, joined with my own Experienec in 
the uſe of it: And I have employed a Friend to 
procure me ſome of the Seed, and hope to be 
able to inform you, next Seaſon, that go Part of 
this Kingdom may not be an improper Climate to 
raiſe it in. But ſhould this laſt mentioned Attempt 
fail of Succeſs, it ſurely is our Intereſt to encourage 
the Importation of that Sort of Aſhes, which (from 
Experience) appears to be moſt deſerving and uſe- 


ful, and the Public need only have the Way pointed 
out to them, and Self-intereſt will ſoon enlarge the 


Channel. | 
There is another Conſideration ſhould weigh 


; with us. The Spaniards are very inclinable to pro- 
mote and-encourage our Linen Manufacture, and by 


taking every. Opportunity of cultivating a Corre- 
ſpondence with them, we ſhall enlarge the Vent of 
our Linens among them; and it is but too well 
known, that the Reverſe of this Argument will 
be good againſt the Germans, as they are our 

eateſt and almoſt only Competitors in the Linen 
Manufacture. And the Aſhes we import from the 
different Parts of Germany, and the North, are not 
only advanced in Price, but adulterated and depre- 
tiated in Quality, inſomuch, that they are become 
leſs portable to the inland Parts of the Country, and 
in many Reſpects uſeleſs; and our own People, and 
the Scotch, from whence we get our Kelp, have fol- 
lowed the Example of the Germans ſo effectually as 
to render it almoſt uſeleſs to the Bleachers, by the 
extraordinary Quantity of Sand and Stones mixed 


with it. 


I can- 
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1 cannot, however, omit one thing that occurs ; to 
me. Was there a ſmall! Premium publiſhed, an- 
nually, (ſuppoſe 20l.) tu be given to the Perſon who 
ſhou 1a diſcover the moſt Gl Improvement in 
Bleaching, we might, perhaps, have ſome greater 


Improvements made in this Article, both in rope 


to Expedition and Cheapneſs. 


There might be a large Field of e 
opened, by 2 a Statute for the free Impos 
ſhes from North America, as thereby 
we ſhould be enabled to procure the Aſhes cheaper, 
and affiſt the Inhabitants in improving the Country 
by cutting down the Woods, and, at the ws time, 
—.— the Vent of our Linens amongſt them 
Upon the whole of this Article of Bleaching, 1 
don't ſee any Scheme can be propoſed in procuring 
Aſhes, but is more promiſing and advantageous to 
the 2 than that we at preſent encourage and 
purſue. | 


In Rela- 
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50 Relation to COR DAG E. 


T may be thought unneceſſary i in me to make 

any Obſervation on this Article, but I am fatif- 
fied the pointing out any Particular that may advan- 
tage the Public, and add to your Fund, will be 
well received. 

In the fourth Year of the Reigh of King Gy 
the Firſt, there was a Clauſe enacted in the Lmen- 
Bill (to continue in full force for ſeven Years) laying 
an additional Duty of five Shillings per hundred, over 
—— above the then and preſent duty, on all Cor- 

or Twine, imported, (except of the Manu- 
fate of Great- Britain) the Duty ariſing there- 
from to be applied to the Encouragement of- the 
hempen and flaxen Manufactures of this Kingdom, 


- which Clauſe was not ſince revived. 


And, in Conſequence thereof, there has been a 
large Import of Foreign Cordage into this Kingdom, 
to the Detriment of the Public, without your honour- 


| able Board receiving any Advantage therefrom. 


believe reviving the ſame Clauſe next Seſſion 
of Parliament will be a ſufficient Remedy, and I 
am of Opinion it will be thought expedient to extend 
the Clauſe before-mentioned reſpecting Combina- 
tions to Rope-makers, Flax, and Hem p-Dreſſers. 


The 
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nufacture carried on in Engians, but I do not think 


19] 
11 CONCLUSION. 


Hav non den a anden View of the dif 
ferent Tranſitions through which the Linen Ma- 
nufacture is conducted, with ſuch Remarks on the 
ſeveral Parts as I apprehend: require Amendment: 
and, was I capable of repreſenting the Importance 


cf thoſe Alterations" in ſuch manner as their Ne- 


ceſſities require, you would be aſtonifhed- at the 


ſupine and dormant Diſpoſition of thoſe immediates 


ly intereſted in the Manufacture, which may pro- 
ceed from an Opinion I know © prevails amongſt 


many, that we may extend our Linen Manufac⸗ 


ture, beyond the Conſumption that can be expect- 
ed for it Abroad; and ſome even 8⁰ ſo tows as to 
ſay, it is dqne already. | 

T heſe ſort of Inuendo's (however men are ded 


ſtructive Maxims to infuſe in the Minds of the Peo- 


ple in this Kingdom, as they have a moſt dangerous 
Tendency to dull the Edge of Induſtry, which it's 
but too obvious n the contrary Spirit to pre- 
vail. 

[t is eaſy to confute ſuch Opinions by bring re- 
courſe to Reaſon and Facts. Our Exports in Linens 


are not yet computed at ſo much as one Million 


yearly, and the Conſumption of England, by the 
Weekly Obſervations of the Dublin Society, Num- 
ber ), is accounted to be four Millions a year in 


Linen, allowing 10s. per Head; and this will be 


thought ſtill more nioderate, when it is conſidered, 
that the Number of Inhabitants in England, by the 
lateſt Surveys are compnted at - twelve Millions, 
which muſt add two Millions more to the amount 
of their Conſumption, on the ſame reaſonable Come 
putation. 

It's true, there is a very conſiderable Linen Ma- 
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their own Manufacture will exceed, in Amount, 
their yearly, Exports of Linens to the Plantations 
and elſewhere: Hence we may Gonchde, that our 
Exports in Linens are not yet ſufficient to ſupply a 
fobrth Part uf the Conſumption of oa nor * 
Gard do I believe a Sixth, 

It is a Manufacture we have all the Ae! in, 
that itispoſiih]= for the moſt ſanguine Friend of /relan# 
to pencil to himfelf. It is free from all Taxes both 
at Home and throughout his Majeſty's Dominions. 
It is peculiarly adapted to the Nature of our Cli- 
mate from the Conveniencies of Fire.and Water with 
which we abound, and particularly from the native 
Uſefulneſs of our own Flax, as 1 ſet forth under | 
the ſaid Article, 
And the principal Obftacles — to me, at 5 
preſent, to impede the Progreſs of the Linen Ma- 
nufacture, in moſt Branches, are the Want of a ſuf. 
ficient Quantity of Flax of our own Growth to ſup- 
ply our Conſumption, and making the pretended 

Myſtery of a Weaver a leſs penetrable Secret, but 
. Particularly, in the coarſe, and more bulkey Way, 

which is the more deſireable to encourage, as it is 
the eaſieſt executed, as well as the moſt extenſive 
and uſeful Part. 

By doing ſo, it would ni and provide 
ſor the Poor, increaſe tie Number of Inhabitants, 
improve our Lands, and add to our Wealth. | 

The Linen Manufacture of this Kingdom is the 
moſt intereſting for us to encourage, lad we a 
free Export, even for our Woollen Manufacture 
into England ; for this Reaſon, the Duties paid at 
preſent, by the Germans and Dutch, on their Linens 
imported into England, are computed at 22 per Cent. 
on average, which tho' impoſed, from time to time, 
to ſupply the Exigencies of State, as it cannot be 
ſuppoſed the inhabitants of England would tax them- 


lelves ſo much on our particular Accounts; yet, how- 
| ever; 
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ever, as our Tina ire 3 free into Either 
ir certainly creates a ly in our Favour, if by 
a timely tle A cation we could be perſuaded tO Make 
u of t Advantages we are poſſeſſed of. 
henever ſuch Part of the national Debris 
paid As 2s + ths its Intereſt ſecured by. thole Duties, 
we muſt then expect to Joſe thoſe” Advantages 
therefore to make uſe of an old Phraſe, ( let us mak pr 
Hay whilſt the Suri ſhines). for if we 5 = | 
eſtabliſh ourſelves in every Branch of the Linen 
Manufacture we are capable of, Poſterity may 


juſtly accuſe us of having betray d our Truſt, as they 


will find it a Taſk impracticable to beat the Ger- | | 
mans out, "when on an equal Footing, which may 


one Day be the Caſe, and particularly in the coar- 


ſer Branches on which the Duties paid by them 1 in 
England at preſent fall heavieſt. 

ell-diſpoſed Premiums (there is no doubt) will 

Spirit up the Public to Induſtry and Application, 


= Induſtry and Application will ſurmount all Dif- 


ficulties ; but there Thould be the greateſt Care con- 
ſtantly taken; leaft a Monopoly be thrown into the 
Har,ds of any Individuals, of which ſome Inſtances 
may be produced, thereby leaving the moſt inge- 
genious and induſtrious unrewarded. 

Suitable Encouragements, conducted with th at 


care its Importance to the Public requires, muſt be 


productive of every uſeful Improvement that could 
be wiſhed. 
Experience ſhews whine ſurprizing Adventages 


Arts and Sciences have received from Honours 


and Rewards conferred with Judgment, in for- 
mer as well as latter Ages : And you, Gentlemen, 
have the Means provided by the Legiſlature, in ſuch 

a Way as is ſuited to the noble Deſign. 
I have here repreſented to you ſome of thoſe Al- 
terations, thatappear to me err of your moſt 
immediate 
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ts Fare, and I could adyance many Argu- 
perhaps ſome more cogent than thoſe made 
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iſe of, to enforce the Neceſſity of your Aid in execu- 
ting them ; but having the higheſt Senſe of your rea- 

dy. Attention to whatever tends to promote the public 
Utility, ſhall conclude here, and hope, if I may haye 
appeared too free in giving my Opinion on any pars 
ticular Head, that a true Zeal for the Welfare o 

ay. | and the Honour, and, Influence o 


my . Coun try, A i 


your hoppurtble Board, will be allowed t plead 
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